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picions and friction between  Germany and the Triple
Entente.
Protective tariffs which usually accompanied the mod-
ern industrial system, except in England, were another form
of economic imperialism. "Tariff wars" and retaliatory
measures caused irritation between countries, especially in.
the mind of the man in the street and in newspaper discus-
sion. There was always the danger that great merchants
and industrialists would use official government support to
secure economic advantages for themselves. This tended to
bring governments into conflict with one another.
Generally speaking, however, this economic imperialism
is usually exaggerated as one of the underlying causes of the
War, It is often said, for instance, that the industrial de-
velopment of Germany, and the jealousy with which it was
regarded by England, made a war between these two coun-
tries "inevitable'' sooner or later. This, however, is an un-
sound view. It arises from the fact that economic rivalry
tends to become exaggerated in the mind of the public, be-
cause it is a subject which touches the pockets of wide
classes, and is more generally discussed and perhaps under-
stood than other questions like secret treaties, militarism, or
nationalism. It often happens that great merchants or in-
dustrialists own or control newspapers which are selfishly
interested in contributing to the exaggeration of these eco-
nomic questions. But if one reads the diplomatic corre-
spondence of the years before the War, one is struck by the
relatively slight importance which is given to these eco-
nomic rivalries which haunt so largely the mind of the
average business man and newspaper editor. It is not so
much questions of economic rivalry as those of prestige,
boundaries, armies and navies, the Balance of Power, and
possible shiftings in the system of alliances, which provoke
reams of diplomatic correspondence and raise the tempera-
ture in Foreign Offices to the danger point.